The sum of nearly ?100 has been raised by Sunday and Saturday collections and Trade Societies' demonstrations at Christchurch, Hants, on behalf of the local hosfpitals. i The local treasurer of the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary has addressed a circular letter to every minister of religion in the district of Caithness, asking for a special collection on behalf of the institution. Me The annual consumption of lager beer in New York city is set down at about 6,000,000 barrels, which, to say nothing about the other forms of intoxicating liquors consumed, gives about five barrels for every man, woman, and child in the city. The first cost of the intoxicating liquors sold in the United States is annually about ?170,000,000, which is more than the cost of bread and meat combined, more than that of the woollen and cotton goods, boots and shoes, and sugar and molasses combined, more than half that of all the steel and iron and sawed lumber combined, ten times as much as the cost of all the public education of the land, and one hundred .and fifty times as much as the cost of all our home and foreign missions. The 
